BACKGROUND:  China AIDS Orphan Fund 

In the early and mid 1990s, poor farmers in China’s central regions were persuaded by local officials to sell their blood as a way of increasing their meager household income.  The blood collection sites were poorly managed and there was widespread HIV contamination of equipment and the blood supply.  Before the consequences were clearly understood, tens of thousands of people were infected—often both adult members of the same family.  As this tragedy has played itself out, remote villages in this poor agricultural region are facing circumstances as dire as in the worst affected regions of Africa. 
A little over four years ago a young Chinese-born doctor began his medical residency in Minneapolis.  Dr. Steven Wang learned about the HIV/AIDS crisis in Henan from a 2002 article in the New York Times by Elizabeth Rosenthal.  With this article in hand, Dr. Wang began raising money to help the children being orphaned by AIDS in central China.  His objective, informed by Ms. Rosenthal and Mr. Chung To, a trusted source that she identified in Hong Kong, was to provide the financial resources to keep these children in school.  Dr. Wang turned to The Minneapolis Foundation on the advice of a patient he was serving at the University of Minnesota Hospital.

The China AIDS Orphan Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation (“CAOF”) was launched in early 2003.   In the first 18 months a committee of volunteers recruited by Dr. Wang raised over $75,000 for the Fund, and grants were made to organizations that are working with affected families in the villages of Henan.  San Francisco-based Give2Asia provides due diligence and grant administration services.  

As word about CAOF spread—primarily because of its prominence in Web search results—contributions have come from all parts of the United States.  Several gifts have come from donors in Canada and the U.K.  By the end of 2006, CAOF had sent over $150,000 to these organizations in China.

In 2005, CAOF incorporated as an independent public charity, although it still maintains a fund at The Minneapolis Foundation.  The organization is led by an eight member Board of Directors. 

Contributions to CAOF are tax deductible.  San Francisco-based Give2Asia provides due diligence and grant administration services.  Contributions may be made on line at www.chinaaidsorphanfund.org, or by mail to China AIDS Orphan Fund, Inc., 7800 Metro Parkway, Suite 300, Bloomington, MN 55425.
For additional information visit www.chinaaidsorphanfund.org, or email info@chinaaidsorphanfund.org.
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