BACKGROUND:  Dr. Gao Yaojie 

Dr. Gao Yaojie graduated from Medical College, Henan University in 1954, and became a popular obstetrician, delivering as many as twelve babies a day until the 1960s, when she was classified as a "black element" during the Cultural Revolution.  As an educated person and the daughter of a landlord, Dr. Gao was forced into hiding.  From 1966 until 1974 she was not allowed to practice medicine, but as the Cultural Revolution receded, she returned to her practice, focusing on Gynecology.  In the 1980s she became a lecturer and teacher, and served as Director, Department of Gynecology and Obstetrics, No. 1 Hospital, Henan College of Chinese Traditional Medicine.  She formally retired in 1990.

 

In April, 1996, Dr. Gao was invited to consult on a case of infection at the Henan Armed Police Hospital.  Within days the patient was confirmed to be an H.I.V. positive.  Dr. Gao immediately began doing public education on AIDS.  As she traveled through the rural villages of Henan she discovered that an epidemic of H.I.V. infection was emerging due to the collection and sale of tainted blood in the early and mid-1990s—a program encouraged by local officials as a way for poor farmers to supplement their meager income.  

 

Dr. Gao ministered to the victims and helped support the children who were becoming orphans in large numbers as a whole generation of adults in some villages began to die.  Local and provincial officials attempted to minimize or conceal the situation until 2000, when Dr. Gao met with a NY Times reporter and alerted the outside world to the AIDS crisis in Henan.  In 2001 and 2002, as news of the epidemic spread, Dr. Gao became a prominent and courageous spokesperson for its victims.
Dr. Gao has come to the United States to receive the Vital Voices 2007 Global Leadership Award in Washington, D.C., from the Vital Voices Global Partnership.  We are honored that she has chosen to visit the China AIDS Orphan Fund and Minnesota during this, her first trip to the U.S.  
 

Dr. Gao was born in 1927, in rural Shandong Province.  She and her husband, also a doctor, have three children, in addition to three from his previous marriage.

Awards and Recognition:

 

2001    Jonathan Mann Award for Global Health and Human Rights

2002    Named “Asian Hero” by Time Magazine

2002    Named “Asian Star” by U.S. Commercial Business Weekly
2003    Ramon Magsaysay Award for Public Service

2004    One of 25 "2003 Most Moving Figures in China"

2004    China 'Nei Teng' International Help Children's Award

2007    Vital Voices 2007 Global Leadership Awards 

###


